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Is that a question you�ve ever asked?  If you are new to the Lutheran 
tradition, you may have wondered about this important question.  And 

even if you are a �Cradle Lutheran,� one who was ba ptized into the Lutheran faith as an infant, you may 
ask if there is only one �right� way Lutherans read  the Bible.  The Bible is our most treasured resource as 
Christians, revealing to us just who God is.  But it is also a collect of 66 books with differing styles of lit-
erature and different points of emphasis.  And frankly, sometimes it can be downright difficult to under-
stand what we read. 

Am I right?  If this is the way you feel, then have I got great news for you!  We will begin a new 
adult study entitled �How Lutherans Interpret the Bible .�  We�ll meet on 7 Thursday nights, beginning 
September 16th, at 7:00 PM.  Each session will include a Bible Study and a 20-30 minute video by Dr. 
Mark Allen Powell, a Lutheran pastor and Bible Professor at Trinity Lutheran Seminary.  Dr. Powell does 
not prescribe �the Lutheran way� to read the Bible nor does he dismiss the way you may have come to 
understand the Bible. Instead Dr. Powell presents a variety of Lutheran perspectives for interpreting Holy 
Scriptures. Through his rich discussions you will discover answers to questions you have always had 
about the Bible 

Some of the questions we will consider include: 
What Lutherans Say about the Bible 
Where the Bible Comes From 
Interpreting the Bible in Context 
The Many Meanings of the Bible 

Will you join me on Thursday nights as together we wrestle to gain a greater understanding of 
God�s Word?  I�ll be there.  I hope you will be, to o! 

 
Yours for the journey, 
 
Pastor Pat 

NEW MEMBER CLASS 
 

Perhaps you have been attending worship at West Ni-
daros for awhile and are wondering if you should be-
come a member?  Or maybe you�re new to the area 
and think this just might be a good church home for 
you and your family?  Or maybe you know someone 
whose kids have friends in Sunday School here and 
they want to be a part of the excitement around here?  
If so, then keep reading! 
 
Our next New Member Inquiry Class will be Sunday, 
September 19, from 4-7PM.  It�s designed as a relaxed, 

informal setting in which to get better acquainted with Pastor Pat and meet others who are consider-
ing membership.  We�ll learn about a bit about West Nidaros, share a meal together, and then, for 
those who decide they�d like to join, they will be received as new members during worship on Sep-
tember 26. 

Questions?  Pastor Pat would love to visit with you! 



 
 If you have something you would like included from 
West Nidaros� past, please send it in to the office!  
 

Sharing Christ�s Love With All 

��������	
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From Nancy Nitteberg-Dunn�s cousin in Gjerdrum, Norway 

 
Tidbit: A Norwegian homemaker stacked rocks on top of the flatbread to prevent mice from 
gnawing their way through.  

 

‰ cup lard, melted    … cup sugar    
‰ cup oatmeal flour    1 cup graham flour 
¾ cup baking soda    1 ‰ cup buttermilk 
1 salt 
Unbleached flour as needed 
 
Combine ingredients, adding just enough white flour to make dough workable, but not sticky. 
Roll into rounds using grooved rolling pin and a pastry cloth. Cut into pieces and bake on a 
cookie sheet in a 350 degree oven for about 8 minutes or until crisp. 
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the first weddings in the Nidaros congregation were Ole Gilseth and Anne P. Moe and Jens J. Flaamoe and 
Margrethe Quernmoe on Oct. 28, 1869? It was decided that the Gilseths� had the honor of being first be-
cause they had lived here longer and Jens was a widower, which was taken into consideration too. 
 
Pioneer Cemetery was established in 1871 in Minnehaha county? 
 
Newcomers emitted a certain oder called �newcomer s mell� which clung to the heavy garments of those 
who had spent time crossing the �briny deep?� 
 
the church kitchen didn�t get running water until 1949? 
 
In 1866 John and Kirsti Thompson and Jonas and Anne Marie Nelson and infant daughter, Soline spent the 
first night in Dakota Territory on the hill overlooking the falls of the Big Sioux River (what now is close to 
the South Dakota State Penitentiary. John and Kirsti Thompson went two miles farther north than the Nel-
sons who homesteaded eight miles north on the east side of the Big Sioux River. The Thompson homestead 
has been owned by the same family ever since, 144 years! It is now owned by Vern Endahl, a great grand-
son of John.  
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�Thank you� to everyone that worked and/or provided  
food for the Quilt and Vine quilt show with a portion of 
the proceeds going to benefit the Project Linus.  A special 
Thank you to Troy Thompson for bringing, setting up and 
taking down the tents and tables. The $599.20 profit will 
go towards the West Nidaros Building Fund. 
 
   Co-Chairs 
   JoAnn Oyen and Linda Oyen 
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Just about every church has a �fall stewardship cam paign.�  And just about 
every person in the pew sighs when the stewardship drive is announced.  Few 
people like to talk about money in the church, and that includes your pastor.   
There was one person who never hesitated to talk about the power of money, 
though.  His name?  Jesus Christ!  Jesus has more to say about money and our 
attitudes toward it than just about any other topic.  That�s because Jesus 
knows we human beings have strong feelings about money, and that holds 
true for those who have more than enough and those who struggle to make 
ends meet. 
So this year, our fall stewardship campaign will attempt to have honest con-
versations about money.  The theme is entitled, �Wr apped in the Arms of 
God.�  We�ll frame the conversation as beloved chil dren of God who have 
been showered with grace and blessings.  It will include a 4-week sermon se-
ries using the acronym ARMS.  Beginning September 19, we will consider the 
following: 
A � Acquire:  how we acquire money 
 
R � Regard:  how we regard money 
M � Manage:  how we save and invest our money 
S � Spend:  how we use our money. 
 

Our attempt will be talk about money as delight, not just duty.  We will focus on the promises of God in creating 
generous stewards.  It will be a missional view, seeing money not as a means to meeting our church budget, but 
rather as the joy that comes from participating in God�s mission in the world.  Let the conversation begin! 
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